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MEMBER FOR ALFRED COVE 

Education and Health Standing Committee — Sixth Report —  
“Destined to Fail: Western Australia’s Health System” — Release of Details —  

Personal Explanation 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [3.01 pm]: In this house on 6 May, the Minister for Health said — 

As members know, it is a contempt of Parliament to release details of what is in a committee report 
before it is released to this house. Committees have a responsibility to this house to release information 
to the Parliament. 

The press release that was released the day prior to the Education and Health Standing Committee report being 
released followed the same format of previous releases, not only those from the Education and Health Standing 
Committee. On 13 May 2009, Hon Barbara Scott, as the then chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People, talked about a report being tabled the next day. She said that the 
committee also tendered a recommendation aimed at ensuring that advocacy stayed at the core of the 
commissioner’s role. On 9 May, Ken Travers, as the then chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Corruption and Crime Commission, said that whilst they were looking into the matters, in the meantime the 
committee believed there was no public benefit in either the CCC or the parliamentary inspector —  

The SPEAKER: Member for Alfred Cove, I have given you the leave of the house to make a personal 
explanation. For the benefit of all members in this place, standing order 148 does not provide an opportunity for 
debate; it simply provides for a personal explanation to be made. If you want to make a personal explanation, 
this is your opportunity; it is not an opportunity for any debate at all. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Mr Speaker, I will be writing to you, in my position as the member for Alfred Cove, to 
respectfully request that the Procedure and Privileges Committee consider establishing guidelines to ensure that 
standards are the same for all committees in relation to press releases. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! Member for Alfred Cove, any member in this place is welcome to write 
a letter to me and to the Procedure and Privileges Committee. Member for Alfred Cove, if that is what you 
would like to do, I look forward to receiving that letter. 
 


